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Context Sensitive Design Context Sensitive Design -- MediansMedians

Figuring out how to blendFiguring out how to blend
–– Design requirementsDesign requirements
–– Needs of property ownersNeeds of property owners
–– SafetySafety
–– Vision of the governing agencyVision of the governing agency
–– AestheticsAesthetics
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700 East700 East

Key StakeholdersKey Stakeholders
–– East Liberty Park Neighborhood AssocEast Liberty Park Neighborhood Assoc
–– Salt Lake City StaffSalt Lake City Staff
–– UDOTUDOT

Main issue was design & look of Main issue was design & look of 
medianmedian



700 East700 East

Landscaped MedianLandscaped Median
Large trees/shrubsLarge trees/shrubs
Tall canopyTall canopy
Create tunnel effectCreate tunnel effect
Low maintenanceLow maintenance
Salt & brine tolerantSalt & brine tolerant
Provides sight distanceProvides sight distance



700 East700 East

DesignDesign
–– Median typeMedian type

2002 edition AASHTO Roadside Design 2002 edition AASHTO Roadside Design 
Guide eliminated definition of Guide eliminated definition of ““Barrier CurbBarrier Curb””
Could no longer use the standard 6Could no longer use the standard 6”” or 7or 7””
curb for medians with fixed objects (trees)curb for medians with fixed objects (trees)
Any fixed objects in areas that were Any fixed objects in areas that were 
avoidable had to be outside of the clear avoidable had to be outside of the clear 
zonezone
NCHRP 350 TL II Compliant (45 mph NCHRP 350 TL II Compliant (45 mph 
facility)facility)



700 East700 East

Tree details Tree details 
w/breakaway w/breakaway 
basebase



700 East700 East
Barrier Design Barrier Design 
OptionsOptions
–– New Jersey shape New Jersey shape 

(32(32”” tall)tall)

–– TTI Low Profile      TTI Low Profile      
(20(20”” tall)tall)

–– FDOT Low Profile FDOT Low Profile 
(18(18”” tall)tall)



700 East 700 East –– Jersey BarrierJersey Barrier



SRSR--248 248 –– BarrierBarrier



SRSR--248 248 –– BarrierBarrier



700 East 700 East –– TTI LP BarrierTTI LP Barrier



700 East 700 East –– TTI LP BarrierTTI LP Barrier



700 East 700 East –– FDOT LP BarrierFDOT LP Barrier



700 East 700 East –– FDOT LP BarrierFDOT LP Barrier



700 East 700 East –– FDOT LP BarrierFDOT LP Barrier



700 East 700 East –– Final DesignFinal Design



700 East 700 East –– Transition DetailTransition Detail



DrainageDrainage
Pavement Protection (Landscaped)Pavement Protection (Landscaped)
Landscaping/Pavement Landscaping/Pavement 
MaintenanceMaintenance
Sight Distance (Access Control)Sight Distance (Access Control)
UU--TurnsTurns
Emergency Vehicle Emergency Vehicle 
AccommodationAccommodation

Other Raised Median IssuesOther Raised Median Issues



DrainageDrainage



Pavement ProtectionPavement Protection



Sight Distance Sight Distance –– Full AccessFull Access



Sight Distance Sight Distance –– Left In OnlyLeft In Only



Sight Distance Sight Distance –– Left In OnlyLeft In Only



UU--TurnsTurns



Emergency VehiclesEmergency Vehicles



Construction PhotosConstruction Photos



















Inspector Arrives!



































ThanksThanksQuestions?Questions?

Brian Christensen, PEBrian Christensen, PE
brianc@horrocks.combrianc@horrocks.com
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